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Federal Center South awarded for design 
and performance

Seattle- Nov. XX, 2014- Federal Center South was recently awarded a first place 
ASHRAE Technology award and received a LEED Platinum award. These awards confirm 
that the Sellen project is in the top 1 percent for energy efficiency among similar-sized 
office buildings across the nation. The building scored a perfect 100 ENERGY STAR 
score and achieved a EUI (Energy Use Intensity) of 25, exceeding the goals that Sellen 
had made before construction.

 “The investments, innovative technologies and design expertise used in this 
award-winning project are delivering results,” said George Northcroft, General Service 
Administrations (GSA) Regional Administrator.

 The Federal Center South has set a precedent for designing energy-efficient 
buildings and requiring the teams who build them to prove a building’s energy 
performance. The ASHRAE Technology Awards program recognizes, on an international 
scale, successful applications of innovative design, which incorporate ASHRAE 
standards for effective energy management, indoor air quality, and good mechanical 
design. This award only honors industrial facilities or processes that are outstanding in 
design innovation. The Federal Center South received first place after being judged on 
energy efficiency, indoor air quality, thermal comfort, innovation, cost effectiveness, 
and environmental impact. In addition to the ASHRAE award, the building also received 
a Platinum LEED certification, the highest rating that LEED offers. These awards validate 
the amount of success Sellen has found in meeting their original project goals.

The project to build a home for the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) began 
in July 2010. Sellen Construction and ZGF Architects not only built an award winning 
green office, but also remained involved in the project one year following occupancy to 
prove that the building could fulfill its energy goals. The building surpassed these 
goals after another year of monitoring and analyzing from the GSA. The building is 90 
percent sunlight lit and features a 25,000 gallon rainwater cistern to meet the 
buildings water needs. The office uses the same amount of energy as 311 typical 



Seattle homes.  Jack Avery, Sellen’s integrated design specialist, attributes these 
results to their design-build delivery.

 “It was our truly integrated approach that allowed us to provide the GSA with a 
higher level of performance,” Avery said. “We’ve shown the industry what is possible, 
and we can only get better from here.”

 This process and result driven building are poised to become major trends for 
future construction projects. 

“The GSA’s approach on this project is a clear example that the industry is 
moving torward proving a building performs as designed,” said Avery.

If this is the case, we can expect many more LEED and ASCHAE awarded 
buildings in the future.
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About the U.S. General Services Administration
As the manager of thousands of federal properties, GSA is a leader in providing 
sustainable and innovative solutions for design, workplace management and 
construction. The mission of GSA is to deliver the best value in real estate, acquisition, 
and technology services to government and the American people.

About Sellen Construction
Sellen Construction Company (www.sellen.com) is the largest locally owned commercial 
construction firm in the Pacific Northwest. Since our founding in 1944, we have been a 
part of the phenomenal growth of this region. Our success is based on one simple 
philosophy – we help our customers achieve their goals. 

About ZGF Architects LLP
ZGF Architects (www.zgf.com) is a national practice offering services in architecture, 
urban design and interior design with offices in Seattle, Portland, New York, Los 
Angeles, Washington, DC, and Vancouver, BC. The firm has received over 700 awards 
for design excellence, including the Architecture Firm Award, the highest accolade 
given to a company by the American Institute of Architects (AIA).
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